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beneficent reaction will take effect, that Latin will 
stay and that Greek will come back, that the children 
of the North Country and others in like case shall not 
be deprived of their birthright. They shall be free 
to follow the ancient road as far as their schools 
can open it for them. Those who may go no farther 
shall have their precious 'smattering', and those — 
there are such — who should go farther, nay, who 
must go farther or miss their destiny, shall have in 
hand a faithful clue to follow. And both, in after 
years, may live as so many have lived before them 
'in open loyalty to the studies on which their youth 
was nourished'. 
Barnard Collegb. Grace HARRIET GoODALE. 



REVIEW 

Ritchie's First Steps in Latin. Edited by Frederick 

C. Staples. Ritchie's Second Steps in Latin. By 

the same Editor. New York: Longmans, Green 

and Co. (1909, 1910). Pp. 106, 164. 

These revised editions of Mr. Ritchie's two books 
make two good English text-books available for 
American schools, and are sure to arouse the inter- 
est of many teachers who have become convinced of 
Mr. Ritchie's pedagogical skill through the well- 
planned Latin of Fabulae Faciles (see The Classical 
Weekly 3. 84). 

The paradigms, a brief explanation of the new 
form or new bit of syntax, four or at the most six 
new Latin words, and thirty or forty good sentences 
for translation into English and Latin make up each 
lesson of the First Steps. The forms, especially the 
verb forms, are introduced rapidly, the syntax very 
slowly. For about twenty lessons no cases appear 
save the nominative and the accusative as a direct 
object. In the thirty-six lessons there are not. more 
than three uses of the ablative, a refreshing contrast 
to the practice of most American Beginners' Latin 
Books. 

Second Steps in Latin carries the student through 
his preparation for Caesar and includes the forms 
of the pronouns, the subjunctive and other verb 
forms, including the irregular verbs volo, eo, etc., 
the important case and mood constructions. The 
book, however, wisely stops short of conditional 
clauses and the more difficult temporal constructions. 
In the Introduction the editor suggests that Fabulae 
Faciles should be used as a reader "as early as the 
completion of First Steps". If this be the plan, it 
is unfortunate that the forms and uses of the rela- 
tive pronouns are deferred until Lesson XXVI of 
Second Steps, for the relative occurs as early as 
the eighth page of Fabulae Faciles. 

In general the books are to be commended for the 
emphasis put on memory work, and the demand for 
a thorough knowledge of a few essentials rather 
than a swift survey of many things. Only one hun- 
dred and forty Latin words are included in the first 
fifty lessons, and they are given so slowly and re- 



peated so often in the sentences that they easily be- 
come fixed in the student's mind. The two books 
have a vocabulary of some 600 Latin words. 

The books were well named. They expect the 
student to do the climbing and provide no comfort- 
able modern elevator. They will do little even for a 
poorly equipped teacher who merely tries to hear a 
recitation of what the student has been taught by 
the author of the text-book, but they contain fine 
material to test the student's knowledge of the 
principles taught by the skilful teacher, and drill 
work calculated to fix those principles in his mind. 
They will obviously be most useful to schools that 
begin Latin with young pupils. 

Susan Braley Franklin. 

Ethical Culture School, New York Citv. 



In the Educational Review for December last 
Professor John C. Kirtland, of Phillips Exeter Aca- 
demy, has a paper on The Reconstruction of the 
Latin Course. There is much in this paper to stimu- 
late thought, and we commend it to all teachers, espe- 
cially teachers of preparatory schools. Particularly 
interesting are the suggestions for making use of 
the freedom which the Commission secured for the 
Schools, by leaving to them the choice, within cer- 
tain limits, of the books to be read. His remarks 
also on the teaching of syntax within the course, 
especially in the first year, are most helpful. Mr. 
Kirtland believes firmly in carrying composition 
through all four years of the course. He has also 
interesting recommendations concerning editions of 
the Classics that are meant for use in schools. 



The new requirements in Latin for admission to 
college have provoked afresh interest in sight read- 
ing. It may be well, therefore, to set down here 
the names of certain books that should be found 
helpfulin this important work. These may all be 
known to. our readers, yet, to employ in changed 
form wise words once written by Professor Green- 
ough, it is most useful to be reminded in specific 
connections of what one knows in general quite 
well. 

Brief, but good, is the Introduction to Professor 
Greenough's edition of Selections from Eutropius, 
first of a series of pamphlets for Sight Reading by 
Ginn and Co. Much better, however, is the Intro- 
duction to Professor Flagg's edition of Cornelius 
Nepos (Sanborn) : this is the best treatment known 
to the writer. Professor Hale's two books, Aims 
and Methods of Classical Study, The Art of Reading 
Latin : How to teach it, should be in every teacher's 
possession. Selections of material for sight reading, 
aside from the books of Professors Greenough and 
Flaglg, mentioned above, are : Post : Latin at Sight 
(Ginn and Co.) ; editions of Selections from Cicero's 
letters, by Kirtland (American Book Co.) and Ed- 
wards (Sanborn); Selections from Aulus Gellius, by 
Westcott (Allyn and Bacon), and Knapp (American 
Book Co.) ; Selections from the Letters of Pliny, 
by Platner (Sanborn) ; Livy, Book I, by Lord 
(Sanborn). 

Most of the books here named have brief notes 
below the text. This indicates that to the authors 
'Sight Reading' meant rapid reading by the pupil 
himself, alone, but the books are none the less useful 
for true Sight Reading, because they present suitable 
material in inexpensive form. 

C. K. 



